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Urban Planning as a Tool for Crime Reduction
An Indicator-Based Analytical Study of Baghdad City
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Abstract

This research examines urban planning as a preventive instrument
for reducing crime opportunities in Baghdad. It develops a composite urban
crime-risk index based on seven planning dimensions derived from CPTED
and urban safety literature: informality, lighting, natural surveillance,
public-space quality, land-use balance, emergency access, and service
equity. The results show that informal urban growth records the highest
risk score (86/100), followed by weak lighting (81/100) and limited natural
surveillance (78/100). The analysis also indicates that informal peripheral
neighborhoods and poorly managed transport nodes form the most
vulnerable urban patterns.

Keywords: Urban planning; urban crime; urban security; Baghdad;
.Informal settlements; CPTED; crime-risk index
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Weighted Contribution to the Urban Crime-Risk Index

Weighted contribution
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Expected Risk-Index Trajectory Under Planning Scenarios
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