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RELIGIOUS ARCHITECTURE IN TAROUDANT
(THE GREAT MOSQUE AS A MODEL)

Abstract:

This article delves into the religious architecture of Taroudant, a city with a rich
historical and cultural heritage in the Souss region of Morocco. Taroudant, like other
ancient cities such as Marrakech and Fez, played a central role in Moroccan history. The
city's architectural heritage, exemplified by its ramparts, mosques, and residential
structures, stands as a testament to its profound history and cultural legacy. The
religious edifices are emblematic of Islamic civilization; they embody the cultural and
intellectual identity of its people and constitute a center of spiritual influence. The
architectural form of these edifices reflects the grandeur of Islam and represents a
genuine cultural treasure, testifying to the creativity and aesthetic skill of local artisans.
These artisans demonstrated remarkable proficiency in the construction of numerous
masterpieces of religious architecture. These masterpieces exemplify the harmony and
compatibility between the climatic and natural elements, on the one hand, and the
prevailing economic and social systems, on the other, in accordance with the
fundamental principles of Islamic architecture. Mosques represent a pivotal component
of Islamic urban landscapes, serving as prominent symbols of historical significance
within these cities. These religious monuments have played a vital role in connecting
the spiritual and social dimensions. These institutions serve a multifaceted role in the
preservation of culture and heritage, ensuring the continuity of Islamic values,
promoting social cohesion, and functioning as a school for the consolidation of the

civilizational values of the Islamic nation.

Keywords: Religious architecture, Mosques, architectural features, Decorative
elements, Heritage and architectural style.
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